
  

Update   from   the   Superintendent     
To:   Parents   and   Guardians     

From:   Bill   Husfelt,   Superintendent     

Date:   November   8,   2020   
  

It’s   no   secret   that   more   than   three   million   children   in   this   country   are   being   raised   by   
grandparents   and   Bay   County   is   not   immune   to   that   trend.   According   to   our   enrollment   
statistics,   we   have   3,771   children   whose   legal   guardians   are   someone   other   than   their   
parents     and   we   know   many   of   those   guardians   are   grandparents   and   even   great   
grandparents.     Additionally,   approximately   160   of   our   children   are   currently   in   foster   care;   
likely   because   there     was   not   an   appropriate   family   or   kinship   placement   available.   Another   
1,100   children   have     residency   issues   which   means   they   have   no   fixed   address   of   their   own   
and   are   staying     temporarily   with   friends   and   family   or   in   a   shelter   or   motel.     
My   heart   breaks   for   any   of   our   students   who   find   themselves   in   challenging   situations   at   home   
but,   as   a   grandparent,   I   must   say   that   my   heart   really   goes   out   to   those   raising   their   
grandchildren   as   well.   I   love   all   11   of   my   grandchildren   dearly   and   I   love   being   a   grandparent   
but     that’s   very   different   from   the   day-to-day   responsibilities   of   raising   them   and   I   am   grateful   
that     their   parents   take   care   of   those   tasks   very   well.    
I   don’t   have   all   of   the   answers   but   I   do   know   that   we   need   to   come   together   as   s   community   
to     support   all   of   those   who   are   helping   raise   someone   else’s   children.   Recently,   I   was   
speaking   to     a   group   and   I   asked   them   to   raise   their   hands   if   they,   or   someone   they   knew,   was   
raising   a     family   member’s   child   and   almost   half   the   group   raised   their   hands.   That   gave   me   a   
lot   to   think     about.     
Part   of   the   reason   why   we   have   so   many   grandparents   raising   their   grandchildren   is   the   
Opioid     crisis.   Although   it   hasn’t   been   in   the   news   much   given   the   pandemic   and   election,   the   
Opioid     crisis   is   as   real   today   as   it   has   ever   have   been   and   it’s   having   a   devasting   impact   on   
our     children.     
Beyond   the   obvious   solution,   which   is   to   reduce   America’s   opioid   addiction,   there   are   many   
different   strategies   being   used   locally,   statewide   and   nationally   to   try   to   combat   this   epidemic.   
Two   weeks   ago,   Governor   Ron   DeSantis   and   First   Lady   Casey   DeSantis   announced   a   $5   
million   grant   that   will   fund   a   new   pilot   program   called   “ Support   to   Communities:   Fostering   
Opioid     Recovery   through   Workforce   Development.”     
In   a   press   release,   the   Governor   explained   how   the   grant   will   help   communities   like   ours:   “The   
opioid   crisis   continues   to   be   a   public   health   concern   in   Florida,”   he   said.   “We   are   grateful   to   
U.S.     Secretary   of   Labor   Eugene   Scalia   for   partnering   with   Florida   to   implement   this   pilot  
program     which   will   help   create   a   talent   pipeline   for   unfilled   positions,   offer   opportunities   to   



prepare   those     working   in   these   fields   to   better   identify   and   respond   to   individuals   with   a   
substance   misuse     disorders   and   prepare   individuals   in   recovery   to   become   peer   counselors.”   
On   a   local   level,   also   recently,   Gulf   Coast   Regional   Medical   Center   teamed   up   with   the   Bay   
County   Sheriff’s   Office   to   #CrushTheCrisis   by   collecting    499   pounds   of   prescription   drugs   in   
four     hours.   A   HUGE   shout   out   to   everyone   who   took   the   time   to   ensure   their   unused   
medications     were   properly   collected   for   safe   disposal.     
While   we   certainly   do   all   we   can   to   support   our   custodial   grandparents,   the   statistics   
that     describe   what   they   are   up   against   are   sobering.     
According   to   a   report   published   by   the   journal    Pediatrics ,   children   being   raised   by   
grandparents     often   have   to   tackle   problems   like:     

Exposure   to   incarcerated   parents.    Children   in   grandparent-led   households   are   six   
times   more   likely   to   have   had   a   parent   or   guardian   serve   time   in   jail.     

Exposure   to   drug   and   alcohol   abuse .   Children   in   grandparent-led   households   are   four   
times   more   likely   to   have   lived   with   someone   who   has   a   drug   or   alcohol   problem   than     their   
peers.     

Issues   with   ADHD .   By   the   time   they   hit   kindergarten,   these   students   are   “almost   twice    as   
likely   to   be   diagnosed   with   attention   deficit/hyperactivity   disorder   and   five   times   more     likely   to   
be   found   to   have   ADHD   during   preschool.”     
( https://www.usnews.com/news/healtnews/articles/2020-08-04/us-grandparents-are-raisi   
ng-millions-of-kids-and-its-tough ).     
No  doubt,  these  issues  impact  our  schools  and  our  teachers  in  a  myriad  of  ways.  This  is  just                    
one  of  the  many,  many  reasons  that  professional  mental  health  counselors  have  become               
integral   members   of   our   school   teams.     
If  you  google  “grandparents  raising  grandchildren”  hundreds  of  articles,  resources,  self-help             
groups  and  stories  come  up  which  indicate  this  is  a  very  real  topic  for  many  people  and                   
something   with   which   our   schools   and   communities   are   grappling.     
If   you   know   someone   who   is   taking   on   this   huge   responsibility,   please   do   all   you   can   to   
support     them   and   to   let   them   know   that   there   are   lots   of   resources   in   our   community   for   them.   
Our     school   mental   health   teams   are   here   to   support   students   as   they   struggle   through   
processing     some   of   the   things   that   have   happened   to   them   and   those   services   are   provided   
at   no   charge,     and   on   campus,   with   the   permission   of   the   guardians.     
There   are   also   plenty   of   resources   available   on   the   internet   such   as:   
https://www.aarp.org/relationships/friends-family/info-08-2011/grandfamilies-guide-getting-start 
e     d.html     
https://sixtyandme.com/resources-for-grandparents-raising-grandchildren/   
https://www.helpguide.org/articles/parenting-family/grandparents-raising-grandchildren.htm   
Ultimately,   families   today   need   the   support   of   an   entire   community   and   we   particularly   need   to   
support   our   “grand   families”   and   our   “great   grand   families”.   If   you   are   a   grandparent,   great   
grandparent   or   extended   family   member   raising   children,   please   know   that   help   is   just   a   
phone   call   away   and   our   schools   will   do   all   they   can   to   support   you.     

Stay   well   and   God   bless   each   of   you!   


